
RRMC demilitarizes last  

of ‘Cold War’ rockets 

  

The last of the nation’s stockpile of 24 Spartan rockets, developed in 

1974  

during the Cold War, began demilitarization July 21 at Red River Munitions  

Center (RRMC) in Texarkana, Texas. The rockets have been in storage for 30  

years. 

 RRMC closes in 2011 due to the 2005 BRAC and the rockets cannot be moved over  

public highways for safety reasons. The plan is to demilitarize one rocket six  

days a week, weather permitting, and could take from four to eight weeks to  

complete.  Currently nine motors have been demilitarized. 

For safety purposes the rocket’s motor is filled with 250 gallons of water  

prior to transporting it to the remote demilitarization range. The water  

prevents friction of the explosive as it travels via flatbed truck at 5 mph to  

the range. Personnel area cleared for a three mile area at the range before  

the engines are remotely ignited. 

Each rocket contains 10,000 pounds of explosives and during the eight minute  

burn cycle temperatures can reach up to 35,500 degrees. RRMC and Sandia  

Laboratories have been planning for this event for two years with public  

safety being their top priority.  The crew has been  training on a dummy round  

for six months.  

From the beginning of the first briefing to the “all clear,” the process 

will  

take a half-day.  



“Each day before the burn there is a safety and weather briefing,” explained  

RRMC Director Harrell Hignight, “with safety being paramount.”  At the  

conclusion of each burn there is a review of “what was done right” and “what  

could be improved upon,” which is all part of our focus on safety, he said. 

    

Burned out—Top:  A Spartan rocket motor prior to demilitarization. Below:   

What’s left of the rocket after the 8-minute burn with temperatures reaching  

35,500 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 


